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THOUGHTS ABOUT THE DEVELOPMENT FOR THE RESEARCH OF HUMAN
DIMENSIONS ON GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE IN CHINA

Liu Yanhua' Ge Quansheng’ Zhang Xueqin®
(1 Minisery of Science and Technology, P. R. China, Beijing 100862;
2 Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, CAS, Beijing 100101)

Abstract How to sustain the Earth’s life support systems is the challenge for the study of global environmental changes
for the next decade and beyond. The International Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change focus
on the aspects of the human dimensions of global environmental change ( HDGEC in short). Based on the scientific
judgement of development trends of HDGEC research in the world, the development of HDGEC research in China is sum-
marized, the challenge and opportunity facing the HDGEC research in China is analyzed, and the future of the study of
HDGEC in China is explored. The study of HDGEC in China should combine the national development and global fron-
tiers in the field of HDGEC closely, and grasp the timing and opportunity, which will stimulate the development and
breakthrough in the key scientific problems and capability building for the HDGEC research in China.
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